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Supporting over

10,000 kids

—both on and off the court
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Dear Friends,
The start of the school year creates new opportunities and
lifetime moments!
Not only does the start of school bring back fond memories
of my ability to be able to participate in soccer, basketball,
softball. It created lifetime friendships. It energizes me for
the exciting year ahead for our Cincinnati Public School
(CPS) students.
Activities Beyond the Classroom has become a vital
partner with CPS in ensuring that our city’s public school
students have access to and participate in a wide variety of
extracurricular activities that support their overall growth
and development.

Letter from
the President

Simply put, we believe that EVERY student should have
access to those opportunities—the opportunities that
develop character, a sense of belonging, self-confidence,
and relationships with caring, dedicated adults.
2014-15 was a tremendous year for ABC and our ability to
serve CPS students who otherwise would miss out on this
vital part of their educational experience. Through the
hard work and dedication of ABC donors, volunteers, staff
members and community partners, our programs have
expanded to support over 10,000 kids—both on and off the
court.
Our achievements from the past 11 year’s have literally
changed the hearts and minds of our city’s next generation of
leaders. Please join me in celebrating our accomplishments
from the 2014-15 school year.
We are thrilled to see what next year brings.
Sincerely,
Lisa Thal
ABC Board President
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Our Mission
To ensure that Cincinnati Public
School students participate in
activities beyond the classroom
that will help them develop the
skills they need to succeed in life.
We provide the necessary support
for every Cincinnati Public School
student to engage in extracurricular
activities throughout the year,
offering the opportunity to
build leadership, teamwork,
responsibility, and self-discipline.

10,000 KIDS

11 Years
of
Success

Beginning in 2004 to increase and
enhance extracurricular activities
for Cincinnati Public School (CPS)
students, Activities Beyond the
Classroom (ABC) has grown into
a respected extracurricular and
outreach organization, supporting
the CPS community for the past 11
years. With the belief that every
student is entitled to educational
enrichment and extracurricular
activities that develop, teach and

200
PROGRAMS

inspire them, our partnership
with CPS over the past decade
has provided this access to tens
of thousands of students whose
financial hardships would hinder
participation in these activities.
Today, ABC continues to assist with
over 200 programs and activities
each year, impacting more than
10,000 CPS students through a wellrounded school experience.
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High School
“Student-athletes have higher percentages of days of school attended, graduation rates,
and lower dropout rates than non-athletes…Lessons learned in athletics, combined with
the knowledge that they must do well in school to participate, improves students’
persistence and chances for success.”
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University of Kansas study, 2014

High School Athletics

ON THE COURT

CP Schools

ABC Full-time Athletic Directors

ABC partners with CPS to administer the athletics purchasing
budgets for all thirteen CPS high schools; ABC provides nine
full-time Athletic Directors to oversee the nine school’s onsite activities and needs. Each school’s athletic fund is used
to purchase equipment, uniforms, officials, transportation,
security and more.

Each year, ABC sponsors the Student Athlete Awards
Banquet and the CPS Athletic Hall of Fame, honoring both
current and former athletes who have contributed to the
legacy of CPS athletics.

13
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CPS
Equipment

ABC
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Uniforms

Officials

9

Transportation

Security
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Elementary
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ON THE COURT

Elementary School Programs
Expanding athletic programs to elementary students, ABC launched
girls’ soccer, youth tennis and martial arts programs throughout CPS.

Girls Soccer • Martial Arts • Youth Tennis
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ON THE COURT

Elementary School Programs

GIRLS SOCCER | 2014-2015 Highlights
Working with the Cincinnati Woman’s Club, ABC launched a girls’
soccer program teaching basic, instructional soccer for grades 4-6,
serving over 400 students across 25 elementary schools. Through
volunteer coaching and support from community recreation
partners, ABC provides Fall and Spring seasons of the program.

"Listening to a
coach, following
directions, but most
of all getting to be
together, having
fun and learning
skills they will be
able to use for the
rest of their lives."
Angel Roddy
Principal
Mt. Airy School

Over 400 students
across 25 elementary schools
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ON THE COURT

Elementary School Programs
Youth Tennis | 2014-2015 Highlights

“The ABC tennis
initiative in elementary schools in the
Cincinnati Public
School District is
the largest of its
kind in our area,
ever. Its partnership
with the tennis
community from the
national level down
to the grassroots is
exactly how these
programs should
work. I commend
ABC and all the
front-line providers
in CPS for all their
time and effort.”
Bill Lofgren
Former President and
Current Board Member
of the Greater Cincinnati
Tennis Association

In partnership with the USTA Midwest and Greater Cincinnati Tennis
Association, more than 5,000 students participated in the youth tennis
program across 32 elementary schools. Using youth-sized equipment,
the program is designed to support student participating in a gym or any
flat surface, allowing thousands of students to participate in the fun of
learning and playing tennis.

Over 5,000 students
across 32 elementary schools
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ON THE COURT

Elementary School Programs

MARTIAL ARTS | 2014-2015 Highlights
The Martial Arts program serves young girls and boys through a partnership
with Five White Tigers Martial Arts. This after school program promotes
discipline, structure and personal awareness in elementary students, giving
them opportunities to develop mental and physical skills that can be used in
and out of the classroom

“You saw
firsthand the
satisfaction
and self-respect
that comes with
success through
hard work.”
Marlene Copley
Senior Instructor
Five White Tigers
Martial Arts
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Expanded Learning
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OFF THE COURT

21st Century CLC Program

ABC is a proud recipient of three 21st Century Community Learning
Center grants through the Ohio Department of Education. Each
$500,000 grant supports extended learning time before, during, and
after the school day focused on increased academic achievement
through literacy, along with enrichment activities. This 3-year grant is
being implemented by ABC 21st Century staff at Pleasant Hill, Roberts
and Riverview East elementary schools.

Three
$500,000
grants
support extended
learning time before,
during, and after school.

1st Annual ABC Spelling Bee
As part of the 21st Century program,
Roberts, Pleasant Hill and Riverview
East participated in the 1st annual
ABC Spelling Bee. Students prepared
for weeks leading up to the contest,
asfinalists made their way through
an initial round at their own schools
and advanced to the main event at
Riverview East. Friends and families
watched spellers from grades 1-6
compete to become the champions
of their grade levels.
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OFF THE COURT

Community
Learning Center Program
CPS Community Learning Centers (CLCs)
serve as hubs for a range of community
services and provide a system of integrated
partnerships that promote academic
excellence and offer recreational,
educational, social, health, civic and
cultural opportunities for students,

families and the community. ABC served
as lead agency for two CLCs in ’14-‘15:
Evanston Academy and Silverton Paideia
Academy. As lead agency, ABC helps the
school meets its community goals through
programs and services, establishing a
direct link to the community it serves.

Through support from a 3M grant,
Evanston students participated in
a Martial Arts tournament
13

OFF THE COURT

Arts Enrichment

Working with local arts partners like Dramakinetics, Music Resource Center,
Playhouse in the Park, and the Art Academy, the after-school Arts Enrichment
program gave 7th and 8th graders at CPS high schools hands-on experience with
the Arts – including drama, music, dance and visual arts.

“What’s more fun than
art and drama? The thing
about art is that it helps
me challenge myself to
do different things – like
this. I didn’t even know
I could do something
like this!”
Destiny, Taft H.S. 8th grader
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By the Numbers
CPS students

92%

• athletics
• equipment
• literacy programs
• field trips
• transportation
• donor-directed funds

ABC dollars
support

8% Administrative
expenses

Donor-Directed Funds
In addition to extracurricular activities, ABC administers well over 100 donor-directed funds for programs
benefiting CPS students, totaling over $600,000 in financial support. From arts programs, to summer camps,
to additional resources for students experiencing homelessness, over 10,000 CPS students are affected by
these funds every year. ABC oversees the financial management of each fund, working with donors to ensure
a high-level of accountability and impact through their dollars.
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Thank You!

Collective Impact
Partnerships with regional foundations, businesses, and other
nonprofit organizations help to expand ABC’s capacity to serve CPS
students. We are proud to partner with the following institutions and
grateful for their generosity in supporting our vision.

The Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./U.S. Bank Foundation
Arts Enrichment
The P&G Fund of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Project Connect Academic & Enrichment Summer Camp
Withrow Alumni
Withrow Baseball/Softball Field Renovation
The Cincinnati Reds Community Fund
Baseball & Softball Programs
Mohammad Ehteshami & The GE Foundation
Martial Arts
The NFL Foundation
Western Hills Football, Roberts Academy Field
The Woodward Trust
Project Connect, Meals for Student-Athletes
The GE Volunteers Foundation
Evanston Academy Tutoring & Enrichment
Character & Courage Foundation
Withrow Baseball/Softball Field Renovation
3M Foundation
Evanston Academy Afterschool
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Baseball/softball complex renovation at Withrow High School was an
MLB Legacy project, part of events
leading up to the All-Star Game in
Cincinnati. It is now home field to
Withrow & Clark Montessori teams.

Baseball/softball complex renovation at
Withrow High School was an MLB Legacy
project, part of events leading up to the
All-Star Game in Cincinnati. It is now home
field to Withrow & Clark Montessori teams.
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email: info@abccincy.org
phone: 513-281-9870
635 West 7th Street
Suite 301
Cincinnati, OH 45203

