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Our mission is to ensure that
Cincinnati Public Schools students
participate in activities beyond the
classroom that help them develop the

skills they need to succeed in life.
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From opportunity comes leadership
Leadership. Self-assurance. Responsibility. Time Management. Teamwork. Resilience.
According to numerous studies, these are just some of the skills that children learn
by participating in extracurricular activities. In addition, they receive supervision,
guidance, and direction from mentors and coaches who are often with them over
many years, not just one semester or one school year.
But consider this: in CPS, 80% of the children live at or below the federal
poverty level. For parents of these children, keeping a roof over their heads and
feeding their kids is a daily struggle. Forget about anything extra like sports or
enrichment activities. Those things are simply out of reach for 80% of the families in
Cincinnati Public Schools.
That’s where Activities Beyond the Classroom comes in. During the 2017-2018 school
year, we provided nearly 200 extracurricular and enrichment activities to over
15,000 children in Cincinnati Public Schools — at NO COST to the students.
Why? Because we believe poverty should not be a barrier to success, and every
child deserves the opportunity to learn the skills that help them succeed in school —
and in life.
We sincerely thank you for your support during the 2017-2018 school year.
We look forward to working with you in the coming years as we strive towards our
goal of providing extracurricular and enrichment programming to EVERY Cincinnati
Public School student.

Dick Friedman
President, Board of Trustees
Brian Leshner
Executive Director

Table of Contents
2

ABC’s impact through the years

4

ABC programs: See a need, fill a need

6

ABC & CPS: United in partnership

8

Nonprofit services: More activities, less overhead

10

Active collaboration: Strong partnerships for strong programs

12

ABC by the numbers: 2017-2018 financial breakdown

13

Thank you: Partners and supporters

ABC’s impact through the years
From athletics to activities
The year was 2004, and for a variety of reasons, the landscape for
extracurricular activities throughout Cincinnati Public Schools was bleak.
In most suburban schools, the answer would be simple: families form a
booster club and raise money to offset the costs. However, for many CPS
families, money was limited and booster clubs weren’t an option.
For this reason a few committed individuals came together with the belief that
no child should be without these life-shaping extracurricular experiences. Thanks
to their efforts, and a one-time anonymous $80,000 donation, a districtwide
booster club known as Student Activities Foundation (now Activities Beyond
the Classroom) was born.
The organization evolved over the years, and while it still functions as a
districtwide booster club, ABC also manages dozens of extracurricular programs
in arts, music, foreign languages, and more. The ultimate goal is to ensure that
ALL extracurricular activities remain a vital part of the CPS school experience.
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2011

2012

One anonymous $80,000
donation to create a
districtwide booster club
led to the formation of
Activities Beyond the
Classroom (then Student
Activities Foundation).

E ntered into an
agreement with
CPS to take over
management of
Stargel Stadium.

S ecured funding, including
$200,000 from the
Bengals/NFL, to develop
a new athletic field at
Withrow High School.

Entered into a contract
with CPS to manage the
high school and junior high
Extracurricular / Athletic
Directors and their budgets.
_______________

Began creating and managing
programs outside of grades
7-12 athletics, including arts
enrichment, the AAA School
Safety Patrol, martial arts,
youth tennis, 21st Century
Community Learning Centers,
and Community Connectors
mentoring programs.

Secured funding, including
$200,000 from the
Bengals/NFL, to develop
a new athletic field at
Woodward High School.

“Extracurricular activities
instill the skills and values
that matter most for
upward mobility.”
Voices in Urban Education
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C
 hanged the
organization’s name
to Activities Beyond
the Classroom to more
accurately reflect its
expanded programming.

S ecured an Impact 100
grant to turn an
abandoned building
into an all-sports athletic
facility, The Mack, at
Hughes High School.

C
 reated a youth soccer
program specifically
aimed at girls in
elementary school.

Launched ABC Clubs,
no-cost, customized
afterschool enrichment
programming, at three
elementary schools.

Entered into a contract with
CPS to manage two additional
Resource Coordinators, bringing
the total to eight.
_______________
Secured funding, including
$250,000 from the
Bengals/NFL, to develop a
new athletic field at South
Avondale Elementary School.
(Construction begins 2019).
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ABC programs
See a need, fill a need
At ABC, our mantra is “see a need, fill a need,” and over the years, that’s exactly what we’ve done.
Whenever we uncover a need — whether for one child, one student, or the entire district — we roll up
our sleeves and figure out a way to help.
2017-2018 was no different. At the beginning of the year, we launched ABC Clubs, no-cost
afterschool enrichment programming, at three elementary schools. We also added a Swimming for
Safety program at Taft Elementary, and a Steer Clear drug & alcohol prevention education program
to middle school children throughout the district. We also stepped up as the lead funding agency to
replace the dilapidated field at South Avondale Elementary with a new, state-of-the-art turf field.
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2017-2018 Program

Description
(All programs are no cost to students)

# of
schools

# of
students

ABC Clubs

Afterschool enrichment programming at elementary schools

4

210

ABC Soccer & Tennis
Invitational

 nnual event at Nippert Stadium, bringing students from
A
various schools together for a day of soccer scrimmages,
bubble soccer, tennis lessons, and more

10

300

Community Connectors Grant:
Mentoring Program

A mentoring program that pairs high school students
with elementary school students and adults

4

75

Elementary Martial Arts

In-depth and year-long martial arts programming for
elementary students

3

40

Elementary Soccer

Basic instructional skills to grades 4-6, plus a fall and
spring soccer invitational

31

500

Swimming for Safety

Swimming lessons for kindergarteners at Taft Elementary,
in partnership with CRC

1

35

Elementary Tennis

Tennis fundamentals and support during PE classes, plus
tennis clubs after school

59

5000

Elementary Wrestling

Basic wrestling instruction and skills for elementary students

2

35

Live a Language Mandarin Chinese

Students in grades K-2 participate in the Early Learning
Mandarin Chinese Language Adventure

1

13

AAA School
Safety Patrol Program

In-school program in partnership with Cincinnati Police
Department to train students to be hall monitors and
conduct safety patrols

23

690

Steer Clear

In-school drug and alcohol prevention education

15

1100

Winton Hills Academy
(21st Century Program)

A literacy, youth development, math, and family
engagement program

1

125

KISR!: Enrichment and
Extracurricular Program

Extracurricular activities for children living in foster care

Open to all
schools

75

South Avondale Playing Field

Lead funding agent on a collaborative project to
raise $585,000 to replace the dilapidated field at South
Avondale Elementary with a new turf field

1

500

ABC Clubs

Youth Soccer

ABC Clubs are no-cost afterschool
programs designed to enrich the
lives of students and families by
providing a fun, safe environment
for children at the elementary
school level. Schools choose from
a menu of activities, including
cooking, sewing, gardening, yoga, opera, photography,
sign language, and more. The Clubs launched in
2017-2018 and have been a resounding success.

Only a few years ago, with rare athletic opportunities
available at the elementary level, girls weren’t gaining the
skills and confidence to try out for sports at the junior high
level. To remedy this, ABC started a soccer program for girls.
Eventually the program expanded to include boys as well,
and in 2017-2018, 500 girls and boys at 31 schools played
soccer in fall and spring sessions.

Swimming for Safety
Launched in 2017-2018, this program at Taft Elementary
teaches young children basic swimming skills. In this
six-week 12-session program,
kindergarteners learn how to
tread water, identify the side of
the pool, and safely dog paddle
to the side and exit the pool.

Mandarin Chinese
Born out of a desire to help the children of Cincinnati
broaden their horizons, the Early Learning Mandarin
Chinese Language Adventure, an afterschool program at
Frederick Douglass Elementary School, teaches children in
grades K-2 the basics of China’s most popular language.
During its 19-week session,
children learn how to say
numbers, colors and animals
in Mandarin Chinese. They
also receive an online bilingual
subscription that allows them
to expand on the knowledge
they gain in class.

Martial Arts
ABC’s Martial Arts program, delivered
in three elementary schools, focuses
on the core principals of respect and
discipline. The expert teachers provide
a balance of martial arts techniques
focusing on the physical and mental
training that comes along with these skills. In 2017-2018, 40
children participated for a full year at no cost to their families.

Steer Clear
Steer Clear is a highly effective educational program
focused on the prevention of drug and alcohol abuse.
Launched in 2017-2018 and delivered to over 1,100
5th-8th grade students during the year, the goal is to
schedule five 45-60 minute sessions to each participating
student. Pre- and post-tests from the year revealed a
61% increase in knowledge about drug and alcohol use
among the students who participated in the sessions.
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ABC & Cincinnati Public Schools
United in partnership
ABC and CPS began their partnership in 2005, when ABC took over management of Stargel Stadium.
From there, the partnership strengthened and expanded, allowing both entities to do what they do best.
For CPS that meant focusing on educating Cincinnati children, and for ABC, it meant focusing on
extracurricular programming.
The ABC-CPS partnership now includes a variety of programs, including management of high school and
junior high athletic budgets at 13 schools, management of Community Learning Centers at six schools,
Fun at Bat and the CPS Athletic Hall of Fame.
ABC and CPS are united in a partnership with a common goal of providing the children of Cincinnati Public
Schools the best resources and opportunities possible, whether that’s in or beyond the classroom.

2017-2018 Program

Description
(All programs are no cost to students)

# of
schools

# of
students

Community Connectors Grant:
Owning our Destinies

A Girls 2 Women mentoring initiative designed to help
female students develop their leadership skills through
hands on learning experiences and by organizing and
implementing various campaigns

14

200

Community Learning Centers

Employ six resource coordinators and manage Community
Learning Centers at six schools

6

3000

CPS Athletic Hall of Fame

 ost and manage the annual CPS Athletic Hall of Fame event
H
at Paul Brown Stadium

Open to all
high schools

300 adult
attendees

Fun at Bat

A Reds Community Fund entry level baseball program for
elementary-aged children

2

30

High School and Junior High
Athletics

Employ nine athletic directors; manage budget for
13 athletic programs

13

4500

Stargel Stadium

Management of Stargel Stadium, a state-of-the-art hometeam stadium for Aiken, Gamble, Hughes, Oyler, Riverview
East, Shroder, and Taft High Schools

7

Community Learning Centers
CPS Community Learning Centers (CLCs) serve as hubs
for a range of community services and provide a system of
integrated partnerships that promote academic excellence
and offer recreational, educational, social, health, civic,
and cultural opportunities for
students, families, and the
community. In 2017-2018,
ABC served as lead agency for
six CLCs in Aiken High School,
Roselawn Condon, Silverton
Paideia Academy, Winton
Hills Academy, College Hill
Fundamental Academy, and
Frederick Douglass Elementary.
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CPS Athletic Hall of Fame

Fun at Bat

The CPS Athletic Hall of Fame commemorates the heritage,
spirit and significance of interscholastic sports, and the
coaches and athletes who have contributed to the athletic
programs at CPS high schools. Every year, ABC hosts the
Hall of Fame induction ceremony at Paul Brown Stadium,
where 300 people come together to celebrate the rich
athletic history of CPS schools.

During the year, ABC and
CPS partnered with the Reds
Community Fund to bring the
Fun at Bat program to eight
elementary schools in the
district. This bat and ball, entry
level program has an emphasis
on character development,
functional movement, active
play and fun.

High School &
Junior High Athletics
ABC partners with CPS to administer the athletics purchasing budgets
for grades 7-12 at thirteen CPS high schools. ABC provides nine full-time
Extracurricular / Athletic Directors to oversee their school’s on-site activities
and needs. Each school’s athletic fund is used to pay for equipment,
uniforms, officials, transportation, security, and more.
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Nonprofit services
More activities, less overhead
Anybody who has been involved in a nonprofit knows that with the joy of filling a community’s need comes the
pain of nonprofit management. ABC helps alleviate that pain for many organizations in the Cincinnati area that
deliver programming to CPS schools.
By acting as the fiscal agent for partners, and by providing nonprofit mentorship and guidance, ABC ensures that
partners can maximize the amount of programming they deliver to CPS students while minimizing overhead.
ABC manages nearly 200 funds for partners, and works in concert with these partners to deliver programming
as effectively and efficiently as possible.

2017-2018 Program

Description
(All programs are no cost to students)

# of
schools

# of
students

Benjamin Carlson-Berne Fund

Funding for private music lessons for students

2

65

CAMP - Cincinnati Architectural
Mentoring Program

A collaborative effort designed to improve diversity in the
field of architecture

Open to all
schools

40

Fourthwall Youth Studios

A filmmaking and digital media program for youth in
junior high and high school

5

60

Julie Henderson Fund

Zoo programming brought to special education classes
within CPS

Open to all
schools

680

Project Connect

3 funds (program provides advocacy paired with
specialized educational services and lifestyle enrichment
opportunities for children who have neither a voice,
nor a choice, in being homeless)

Open to all
schools

2800

Reds Community Fund

Junior high and high school baseball and softball programs

11

300

Rothenberg Rooftop Garden

An outdoor classroom with 30 planting beds, composting
systems, and more, providing hands-on learning in science,
math and language arts

1

500

Booster Clubs

Management of school funds for a variety of programs,
including athletics, band, alumni, theater, special events,
tutors, volunteers, foreign languages, principal’s funds,
and more

154 funds at
19 schools

Varies by
fund

Benjamin Carlson-Berne Fund
Ben Carlson-Berne loved classical music, and studied
it fervently at the School for Creative and Performing
Arts. Before his tragic death in 2002 at the age of 19, he
developed a service project to bring classical music into
underserved Cincinnati communities. After his death, his
parents created a memorial fund in their son’s name that
provides funding for music education in CPS schools.
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Cincinnati Architecture
Mentoring Program
The Cincinnati Architecture Mentoring Program (CAMP)
seeks to improve diversity in the field of architecture.
CAMP formed in 2006 as a collaborative effort between
DAAP School of Architecture and Interior Design (SAID),
the American Institute of Architects, and the National
Organization of Minority Architects. The program includes
a low-cost week-long summer program that offers
8th and 9th graders the chance to explore the creative
process of designing buildings through hands-on projects
incorporating drawing techniques and model building.

Fourthwall Youth Studios
At Fourthwall Youth Studios, a filmmaking and digital
media program for youth in junior high and high school,
they believe that intelligence comes in many forms, and
grades are not the only barometer for success. ABC
provides support that helps Fourthwall offer teens at five
CPS high schools an alternative path to success through
film production and digital media, providing 21st century
skill development, a portfolio, afterschool jobs, a network,
and college and career guidance.

Julie Henderson Fund

Booster Clubs

For kids, taking regular trips to the zoo is a great way to
see and learn all about animals. But what about kids who
have disabilities that make traveling or being in foreign
environments too difficult
to handle? Since 2008, the
Henderson Fund seeks to
address this very problem.
Created by Julie Henderson,
a retired Cincinnati Public
Schools teacher, the fund
was established with the
goal of introducing special
needs children to animals in
their own classrooms.

Schools host car washes, bake sales, and spaghetti
dinners… but then what do they do with their hard-earned
money? Many turn to ABC, where over 150 separate
accounts are managed for various school funds, including
athletics, cultural, special event, tutoring, volunteer,
and arts funds. ABC’s role eliminates the need for each
individual school to create a nonprofit, manage a bank
account, and file taxes, enabling the schools to provide
more and better programming with the money they raise.

Rothenberg Rooftop Garden
You would never know it driving
by, but at the top of Rothenberg
Preparatory Academy is an outdoor
classroom that integrates math,
science, and language arts with
hands-on garden-based lessons.
ABC’s fiscal sponsorship of the
Garden allows its employees to
focus on helping children develop
critical thinking skills while fostering
stewardship of their surroundings and
community, without having to focus
on the back-end administration that
comes with running an organization.
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Active collaboration
Strong partnerships for strong programs
Partnerships and active collaboration are at the heart of every ABC program. Thanks to the generosity and energy
of the Greater Cincinnati community, ABC and its partners are able to pool resources and talent for the benefit of
CPS children. Partners provide a wide variety of important resources, such as expertise and training, activity venues,
program supplies, and financial support. Simply put, we could not do what we do without our partners.
Here are just a few examples of our strong partnerships throughout the city:

Cincinnati Children’s Division of Sports Medicine
Medical Care for Athletes
When an athlete gets injured during a game, who
are those people that run out to help? At CPS high
school games, one of them is a sports medicine
doctor from Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. In
partnership with ABC and CPS, Cincinnati Children’s
provides a sports medicine doctor for almost every
sporting event, including football, basketball, soccer,
volleyball, baseball, and softball games, as well as
track and wrestling meets. Not only that, Children’s
also donated over $650,000 in time and equipment
for athletic training services for each of the athletic
departments of nearly all CPS high schools. Through
their work with ABC and the athletic program,
Cincinnati Children’s is making sure that high school
athletes train properly and stay safe on the field.

The results of the partnership
during 2017-2018 include:
• Cincinnati Children’s provided 4,179 sports
medicine injury encounters at the school or on
the sideline, at no cost
• Cincinnati Children’s donated 126 physician hours
for sport event coverage and sports medicine clinics
at school, an in-kind gift of $28,453
• Cincinnati Children’s provided Athletic Trainers and
their services, at no cost, totaling $652,243
- This includes $325,523 in modalities and
rehabilitation/treatment cost and $326,720 in
Athletic Trainer time
• Cincinnati Children’s absorbed the cost and
expertise to implement and maintain telehealth
program at Hughes, Taft, and Western Hills to make
sports medicine physician access easier for students
without transportation to clinics
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Cincinnati Reds
Community Fund

Cincinnati Bengals / NFL

Baseball for Every Age

In 2017, ABC worked with the Cincinnati Bengals
and NFL Foundation to secure a $250,000 donation
towards the redevelopment of the South Avondale
Elementary playing field. This is the third field under this
partnership, with new Withrow and Woodward fields in
2007 and 2011. In addition, the Cincinnati Bengals
annually support a variety of other important initiatives
with ABC and with specific CPS high schools, such as
purchasing uniforms and helmets.

Revitalizing Playing Fields

If it’s a baseball or softball program in Cincinnati Public
Schools, odds are the Reds Community Fund helped make
it possible. The Reds Community Fund has been a strong
partner of ABC for many years, providing funding and
support for all high school girls softball and boys baseball in
CPS. During the past two years, the Reds Community Fund
amped up their support and began partnering with ABC
to provide junior high softball and baseball as well. Most
recently, the Community Fund helped ABC and CPS launch
USA Baseball’s “Fun At Bat” – an introductory program
aimed at teaching baseball fundamentals and character
lessons – to elementary schools.
On top of the Fund’s direct
support of baseball and
softball in the schools, in
2014 it also celebrated
the opening of the
33,000-square-foot Joey
Votto Training Center, which
provides free community
and outreach programs to
all CPS students.

Cincinnati Police Department
Steer Clear and the AAA School
Safety Patrol Programs
The Cincinnati Police Department (CPD)
provides training and support for two ABC
programs: AAA School Safety Patrol and
Steer Clear. For Safety Patrol, officers visit
every participating school (up to 26 schools)
and teach the students how to help keep other children safe,
including lessons on monitoring exit doors and hallways.
CPD also provides financial support that allows ABC
to deliver the Steer Clear program (drug and alcohol
prevention education) to over 1,000 4th-6th graders.

Legal Aid Society and
Hamilton County
Job & Family Services
Kids in School Rule!
(KISR!)

Legal Aid Society of
Greater Cincinnati

Launched in 2008 and implemented
in all CPS schools in 2012, the Kids in
School Rule! (KISR!) program is aimed
at supporting some of CPS’s most vulnerable children —
those living in foster care. Working with Legal Aid Society
of Greater Cincinnati and Hamilton County Job and Family
Services, ABC provides a full-time enrichment coordinator
who focuses on helping foster children maintain
consistent participation in activities of their choice.
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ABC by the numbers
2017-2018 financial breakdown
Activities Beyond the Classroom spends 88 cents of every dollar
on extracurriculars, providing programs that are both effective and efficient.

Program vs.
Admin Expenses

Current
investment
per child

88%	Extracurricular
Programming

12%

	Administration
and Fundraising

Income by
Category
62%

Designated Income

		
(Gov’t Grants and Contracts)

38% Corporate, Foundation,
		 and Individual Contributions

Extracurricular
Programming
Expenses
57%

Athletics

15%

Community Learning

12%

Mentoring

8%
6%
12

$275

Afterschool
Art, Theater, & Music

Number of
CPS children served

15,000
Number of
programs

200
Extracurricular
programming

$4.1M

Thank you
Partners and supporters
We are proud to partner with the following institutions. Whether they provide program delivery, funding,
program support, or donated services, we are grateful for their generosity in supporting our vision.
A Sound Mind Counseling
AAA
Abrakadoodle
Aramark
Armstrong Chapel United Methodist Church
Big Joe Duskin Music Education Foundation
Browns Family Farm
CareSource
Carol Ann and Ralph V. Haile, Jr./
U.S. Bank Foundation
Children’s Theatre
Christ Emmanuel Christian Fellowship
Cincinnati Art Museum
Cincinnati Bengals
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
Federation of Colored Women
Cincinnati Museum Center
Cincinnati Opera
Cincinnati Pig Flying Marathon
Cincinnati Police Department
Cincinnati Public Schools
Cincinnati Recreation Commission
Cincinnati Reds Community Fund
Cincinnati Youth Collaborative
Cincinnati’s Finest Lady Ballers
Clark Montessori Foundation
College Hill PTA
Community Health Consultants
Community Learning Center Institute
Cool Critters Outreach
Design Mill
Dream Builders University

Educational Theatre Association
Elementz
Eye of the Artist
FC Cincinnati
First Generation Teachers of America
Five White Tigers Martial Arts
Friends of Winton Hills Academy
Game Day Communications
Game Day Media, Inc.
GE Employees Community Service Fund
Gotham Soccer League LLC
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Hobsons
Home Team Marketing
Hyde Park School PTO
iSpace Inc
Kids First Sports Center
Kingsbury Productions
LaBae Studios
Learning Through Art
Legal Aid Society of Greater Cincinnati
Literacy Network
Live A Language Foundation
Macy’s / Bloomingdale’s
Magnified Giving
Making Sense of Language Arts
Mam & Luft Dance Company
Manuel D. & Rhoda Mayerson Foundation
Marathon Petroleum Co. LP
Matinee Musicale Endowment Fund
Matta Foundation
Mayerson Academy

Mel Hatch Douglass
Midwest Youth Tennis & Education Foundation
Mirador Yoga
National Park Foundation
Nelson Fund of the
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
NFL Foundation
Nich Lachey Foundation
Nishime Karate
Ollie’s Trolley
Operation Driven
Pepsi Bottling Group
Prasco Laboratories
Professional Polishing
Richards Industries, Inc.
RJ Fitness and Nutrition
Rothenberg Rooftop Garden
SCPA Fund
Tennis for Charity, Inc.
The Motz Group
The Sister Accord
TriHealth
UC Sports Administration
Underground Sports
Union Savings Bank
United States Tennis Association / Midwest
University of Cincinnati
Walnut Hills High School Alumni Foundation
Weinberg Foundation
Western Hills High School Foundation
Woodward Trust
Write Light Photography

Make giving your activity
Work, Wisdom and Wealth are three ways you can get active with ABC
and support the children of Cincinnati Public Schools.

Sign yourself up to volunteer at an ABC program, or contact us
about getting your company’s volunteer program engaged with ABC.

Contact us to see
how you can get
active with ABC

Wisdom

info@abccincy.org

Work

Utilize your existing expertise and programs by partnering with ABC
to deliver your services in CPS schools.

513.281.9870

Wealth

Donate to ABC, and help us reach our goal of serving ALL CPS students in
the future. Ask your company about matching gifts or sponsorship programs.
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635 West 7th Street, Suite 301
Cincinnati, OH 45203
513.281.9870
info@abccincy.org
www.ABCCincy.org

“If you want to improve a child’s odds of
graduation and going to college — especially
disadvantaged youth — encourage and engage
them in extracurricular activities.”
Dr. Jason M. Smith
Assistant Professor of Sociology
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Thank you to Design Mill for the design of this Annual Report,
and Game Day Communications for the photos.

