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students do live in poverty—they should have the opportunity 
to try different activities and find the ones that ignite their fire, 
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“There is nothing permanent 
except change.”
In all my years of teaching, leadership, and life, I’m not 
sure these words have ever been more true than they 
are now. We have all had to change so much these 
past two years: how we work, how we spend time with 
loved ones, how we learn, how we navigate the world 
around us.

But change isn’t all bad.

These new obstacles we have encountered in the last 
two years have inspired solutions that astound me. 
Employees around the world are able to continue work 
from the safety of their homes, forever changing what 
the labor force looks like. Today’s students have an 
understanding of technology that I am entirely envious 
of and confounded by. And through all the fear that a 
pandemic can inspire, I have seen an incredible rise in 
camaraderie and hope.

Our world has changed, and I’m thankful for the 
dynamic team at Activities Beyond the Classroom that 
has responded to those changes in stride, continuing to 
meet students where they need support the most. It’s 
not so easy for all of us to adapt long-term strategies 
at the drop of a hat, but this team has been able to do 
exactly that.

What lies ahead of us? More change. That will always 
be true. But I believe these changes will continue 
to unite our community, to strengthen our youth, to 
embolden our society towards positive growth. I hope 
you join us, and help us create these positive changes 
that will usher our youth into adulthood and leadership.

Dick Friedman 
President, Board of Trustees

Well. That was unexpected.
COVID-19 and the mess that accompanied it took us all 
by surprise. I remember a day back in June 2020 where 
I sat back in my chair and thought, “What could possibly 
happen next?” I expected the worst, but was greeted with 
a pleasant surprise.

ABC’s board buckled up for a wild ride. Our staff 
rallied and found completely new ways to support our 
Cincinnati families. Our donors volunteered their help 
in profound measures. When the shadow of COVID-19 
loomed over us, our ABC community stood strong, 
without fear, and held tight to the Cincinnati community.

I looked around and thought: “Look how far we’ve come.”

ABC is involved in over 50 schools in CPS and provides 
200+ programs impacting over 15,000 students each 
year. We started as an organization that solely supported 
high school athletics, and we’ve grown to include 
elementary athletics, fine arts programming, and wellness 
programming. Even during the COVID shutdown,  
we found ways to elevate Cincinnati students and 
families. My greatest aspirations as Executive Director 
had been surpassed.

Though I have no plans to retire or step away from 
ABC’s mission, it’s time for the next person with 
audacious goals to captain the ship. And Sally Grimes, 
my successor, does indeed have LARGE, challenging, 
audacious goals.. Her passion for our students and 
programs invigorates everyone we work with, and I  
can’t wait to see where she carries this organization.

I’m still in my office with a new title, Director of Special 
Initiatives, which allows me to be a part of this new era 
for ABC. I hope you will join me as we look to the future 
and design what greatness will look like in five, ten, or 
fifty years for our students of Cincinnati. We could not 
have gotten this far without you, standing strong and 
fearlessly for our students.

My endless thanks,

Brian Leshner 
Director of Special Initiatives



ATHLETICS
Program Name Description (All programs are no cost to students) # of schools # of students
High School &  
Junior High Athletics

Employ nine athletic directors; manage budget for  
13 athletic programs

13 4500

Youth Soccer Basic instructional skills to grades 4-6, with scrimmages  
between teams

31 500

Youth Tennis Tennis fundamentals and support during elementary school  
PE classes, plus Tennis Clubs, Tennis Teams, and Tennis 
Competitions after school

37 9000

CPS Athletic Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony

An annual event that celebrates exceptional student athletes  
who graduated at least 10 years prior as well as coaches who 
brought honor to CPS schools over the years and who now serve 
as role models for present and future generations

Open to all 
high schools

300 adult 
attendees

Stargel Stadium Management of Stargel Stadium, a state-of-the-art home-team  
stadium for Aiken, Gamble, Hughes, Oyler, Riverview East, 
Shroder, and Taft High Schools 

7 all 7-12 students

South Avondale  
Playing Field

Lead funding agent on a collaborative project to raise  
$650,000 to replace the dilapidated field at South Avondale 
Elementary with a new turf field

1 500

Cross Country for Youth Introduction to cross-country training, character-building, nutrition 
concepts and social-emotional training for children in grades 3-8

4 150

200 PROGRAMS
Every child is unique, and you never know what extracurricular activity 
will ignite a passion that will last a lifetime. ABC provides a wide 
diversity of opportunities, ensuring that every child can find that 
spark that will engage their attention, holistically support their 
development, and teach them the skills needed to succeed in life.

ARTS & LANGUAGES
Program Name Description (All programs are no cost to students) # of schools # of students
ABC Arts Clubs Afterschool arts programming 13 320

CPS International  
Jazz Festival

An international jazz festival created specifically for CPS students 25 245

Mandarin Chinese Mandarin Chinese afterschool program 2 35

Benjamin Carlson-Berne 
Fund

Funding for private music lessons for students 3 37

Fourthwall Youth Studios  A filmmaking and digital media program for youth in  
junior high and high school

5 60
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
Program Name Description (All programs are no cost to students) # of schools # of students
ABC Clubs Afterschool enrichment programming at elementary schools 3 195

Swimming for Safety Swimming lessons for kindergarteners at Taft Elementary,  
in partnership with CRC

1 150

Steer Clear In-school drug and alcohol prevention education 21 2000

KISR! Enrichment and 
Extracurricular Program

Extracurricular activities for children living in foster care Open to  
all schools

155

Rothenberg  
Rooftop Garden

An outdoor classroom with 30 planting beds, composting 
systems, and more, providing hands-on learning in science,  
math and language arts

1 500

Julie Henderson Fund Zoo programming brought to special education classes  
within CPS

17 700

Project Connect Provides advocacy paired with specialized educational services 
and lifestyle enrichment opportunities for children who have 
neither a voice, nor a choice, in being homeless

Open to  
all schools

3200

MENTORING & LEADERSHIP
Program Name Description (All programs are no cost to students) # of schools # of students
Academic and Athletic 
Accountability (AAA) 
Pathway

Support of CPS’s student athlete mentoring and  
tutoring program

14 3482

More than Martial Arts In-depth and year-long martial arts programming that includes 
ongoing mentoring and social emotional learning opportunities 
for elementary students

2 40

Safety Patrol In-school program in partnership with the Cincinnati Police 
Department to train students to be hall monitors and conduct 
safety patrols

29 450

CAMP -  
Cincinnati Architectural 
Mentoring Program

A collaborative effort designed to improve diversity in the field  
of architecture

Open to all 
schools

40

 

COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL SERVICES
Program Name Description (All programs are no cost to students) # of schools # of students
Community  
Learning Centers

Management of 10 Community Learning Centers, which 
serve as hubs for community services and provide a system of 
integrated partnerships that promote academic excellence and 
offer recreational, educational, social, health, civic and cultural 
opportunities for students, families and the community

10 4000

Booster Clubs Management of booster funds for a variety of programs, 
including athletics, band, alumni, theater, special events, tutors, 
volunteers, foreign languages, principal’s funds, and more

154 funds at  
19 schools

Varies by fund
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Pivoting for Cincinnati Families
Afterschool buildings closed in mid-March 2020, every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday throughout the spring 
semester Activities Beyond the Classroom did what it does 
best: support the children of Cincinnati Public Schools.

Through CPS’s Collaborate & Care initiative, ABC became 
the Site Champion for two meal distribution sites: Winton Hills 
Academy and Cheviot Elementary School. As Site Champion, 
ABC gathered and distributed donations to any family who 
came to an event (children did not need to attend a CPS 
school to receive donations).

“Our families are extremely grateful 
for everybody’s support. There is a lot 
of need in our community, and the 
donations have been a blessing to so 
many,” said Shelby Zimmer, ABC’s 
Resource Coordinator at Winton 
Hills Academy. “They especially 
loved the flowers donated by WOW 
Windowboxes. It provided a little 
something extra to brighten their lives 
during a difficult time.”

One mom at Cheviot Elementary School expressed her 
thanks by simply saying, “You don’t know how much these 
meals make a difference for my family.”

Activities Beyond the Classroom went even further to support 
our communities. With people out of work and childcare and 
afterschool programs shut down, many families struggled to 
access basic necessities. ABC partnered with CPS to provide 
wraparound services that supported the whole student and 
family during the transition to remote learning. ABC also 
received a $50,000 grant from Hamilton County to partner 
with Childhood Food Services and purchased $2,500 worth 
of additional non-perishable foods, personal care items, 
and cleaning supplies for Cincinnati Public Schools families 
affected by the COVID-19 closures.

   
“You don’t know how much these 
meals make a difference for my family.” 
Cheviot Elementary School Mom

COVID-19 RESPONSE 

Taking Programming Online
ABC continued to grow programming 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, 
even if it looked very different. In the 
spring semester of 2021, ABC partnered 
with the entire Cincinnati Public School 
district to offer Virtual ABC Clubs to 
all students grades 3-12. These clubs 
took place afterschool and provided 
engaging activities for students to 
participate in from their own home. 

Spectator-less Athletics
Though high school athletics 
looked very different through 
the COVID-19 pandemic, most 
athletic programming continued. 
Many teams were restricted to 
scrimmaging to minimize risk of 
COVID exposure, but students 
were still able to practice and play. 
“This was so important for our 
students,” said Western Hills and Dater High Schools’ Athletic 
Director, Phil O’Neal. “These students had their whole worlds 
turned upside down. Students needed athletics to continue 
in some way, not just for their physical health but for their 
mental health.”

Even though spectators weren’t allowed on the field, they 
could still watch the game. Activities Beyond the Classroom 
contributed to purchasing Hudl, a system that allows 
livestreams of high school games so families, friends, and 
fans could still watch from the safety of their homes. “We 
learned this system was an important investment for several 
reasons,” Executive Director Sally Grimes shared. “Because 
the games are livestreamed, coaches and players are able to 
go back and watch the recordings of the games and learn 
by watching their performance. Who would have thought 
a COVID-pivot would actually result in better gameplay?” 
Due to the success of the livestream and playback tool, ABC 
will continue investing in this technology to benefit student 
athletes moving forward.

ABC made it through the pandemic without eliminating a single program,  
without furloughing a single staff member, and without withdrawing services.
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Summer Scholars
One of the greatest struggles our 
community experienced through 
the COVID-19 pandemic was 
learning loss. When students 
pivoted to fully remote learning 
to keep them safe and healthy, 
many struggled to adjust, 
so Cincinnati Public Schools 
teamed up with partners such as 
Activities Beyond the Classroom 
to offer Summer Scholars in June 
of 2021. All students, pre-school 
through grade 12, were able 
to enroll in Summer Scholars 
free of charge, with lunch and 
snacks provided. Academics were offered all morning 
by CPS educators, while ABC led afternoon enrichment 
activities in STEM, the arts, and athletics unique to 
each school. “This is not the summer school of old,” said 
interim superintendent Tianay Amat. The month was 
a resounding success: approximately 5,000 students 
participated across 20 schools, enjoying 285 unique 
activity sessions taught by 62 professional instructors. 
The district reported interest in continuing the program 
with ABC in future years.

COVID at ABC
Nationwide, nonprofit 
organizations faced new 
challenges and turbulence 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Throughout 2020, approximately 
one in three nonprofits were in 
financial jeopardy of closing 
permanently due to the effects 
of the pandemic.

While ABC was not immune to the challenges posed by 
COVID-19, we are proud to say we overcame them. We 
made it through the pandemic without eliminating a single 
program, without furloughing a single staff member, and 
without withdrawing services. “It was really scary, when 
we realized that our big plans for 2020 would have to 
be scrapped,” said Sally Grimes, who was at that time 
the Director of Advancement. “But we did not retreat or 
withdraw. We found new ways to help our community,  
and new ways to engage students in programming.  
What’s more, we found our donor community was also 
excited to support families in new ways. Donors stepped 
forward to make sure our Cincinnati families had what they 
needed to make it through this pandemic.

“We’re not quite out of the woods yet, but I believe in  
the power of this organization and this community. 
Cincinnati families need ABC now more than ever,  
and we’re not going anywhere,” Grimes added.

Heroes Among Us
Every day through the pandemic, we’ve had more to learn: 
new policies to follow, more people to test, more questions 
about what we don’t know. While we haven’t always had the 
best answers, we want to thank our staff for working hard to 
navigate this difficult terrain together. Not all heroes wear 
capes, and we have three particular groups to thank.

First, our Resource Coordinators. These soldiers are on 
the frontlines in schools, and their jobs typically are about 
connecting students and families to resources that make 
success in and outside of the classroom more achievable. Of 
course, when COVID hit, that responsibility became a heavy 
load to bear as families figured out how to learn remotely, 
how to organize childcare, and how to keep their families safe 
and well. These heroes have kept our schools going and we’re 
so grateful for their dedication.

Next, our Athletic Directors. While our ADs were busy 
before, add COVID-19 tracing, testing and new health 
oversight responsibilities to their job. These are some very 
busy people! Yet they have persevered and kept our students 
engaged and fit through one of the most stressful years of 
this century. We are so incredibly grateful for their creativity 
and flexibility.

Finally, our office staff. We have a lean team at ABC; 
about 80-90% of our organizational resources go directly into 
programs, and that small remainder goes to administration 
and indirect expenses. The office staff worked hard to ensure 
stability and continuity during the pandemic, and we are 
in awe of their success. “We have an amazing team here,” 
said Brian Leshner, then Executive Director. “While it doesn’t 
surprise me, I am in total admiration of how this team 
persevered and even thrived through the pandemic.”

   
“We found new ways to help our 
community, and new ways to engage 
students in programming. Donors 
stepped forward to make sure our 
Cincinnati families had what they needed 
to make it through this pandemic.”
Sally Grimes 
ABC Executive Director
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 65  Educational sessions, including  
student workshops, clinics, master 
classes, and performances

 12  Professional artists leading  
educational sessions

 12 International artists and students

 700 Evening performance attendees

 300  Complimentary meals provided to  
CPS students

 11   Sponsors providing financial support, 
enabling student participation at no 
cost to the students or their families

 245 Student musicians in grades 3-12 from 25 schools including:
• Academy of World Languages 
• Aiken High School
• Chase Elementary School
• Clark Montessori High School
• College Hill Fundamental Academy
• Covedale Elementary School
•  Dater Montessori Elementary School
• Gilbert A. Dater High School
•  Evanston Academy Elementary School
•  Frederick Douglass Elementary School
• Gamble Montessori High School
• Hughes High School
• Hyde Park School

• North Avondale Montessori
• Pleasant Hill Academy
• Pleasant Ridge Montessori
• Princeton High School
• Riverview East Academy
• Roberts Academy
• Rockdale Academy
•  School for Creative & Performing Arts
• Walnut Hills High School
• Western Hills High School
• Withrow High School
• Woodford Paideia Academy

On October 5, 2019, ABC and CPS hosted the first ever citywide 
festival celebrating our student musicians, Cincinnati’s professional 
artists, and renowned musicians from around the world, all  
while supporting music education in Cincinnati Public Schools.
The full-day event, held at the Aronoff Center for Performing Arts, 
included daytime educational sessions for the students, plus an  
open-to-the-public evening jazz performance like none other. 

CPS International
Jazz Festival
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Community Connection Day 
at Winton Hills
Cincinnati Public Schools approached ABC with an 
idea: on a day when schools would be closed, CPS and 
ABC could partner to develop a full-day of fun and 
meaningful learning opportunities for children. This 
would harness the power of community and prevent 
working parents from having to scramble for childcare. 
From this conversation, the first Community Connection 
Day was born.

The program piloted on February 3, 2020 at Winton 
Hills Academy. ABC worked with community partners 
to organize a variety of enrichment activities to keep the 
students engaged throughout the day. Approximately 
65 students took part, participating in activities such as 
chess, art, drones, soccer, and more.

William Johnson, who serves as the M.O.R.E. (Men, 
Organized, Respectful, and Educated) Program 
Coordinator and Community Partnership Specialist for 
the District, worked collaboratively with Activities Beyond 
the Classroom’s Deputy Director Rachel Stallings to 
coordinate over a dozen enrichment activities to keep the 
children engaged for the day.

Johnson and his staff considered the Community 
Connection Day a win-win for both the district and the 
community. “Rather than parents needing to leave work, 
or having the kids running around the neighborhood, 
opening the building is a better use of our community 
assets. CPS’s goal is to help kids find their talent and 
their passion, and [Community Connection Day] is an 
opportunity for them to learn a new skill, make new 
friends, and be active and engaged.”

Photo owned by West Creek Photography and Handmade Goods

   
“ CPS’s goal is to help kids find 
their talent and their passion, and 
Community Connection Day is an 
opportunity for them to learn a new 
skill, make new friends, and be active 
and engaged.”
William Johnson
M.O.R.E. Program Coordinator at CPS  
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Launched in 2017, ABC Clubs are completely free 
afterschool programs designed to enrich the lives 
of students and families by providing a fun, safe 
environment for children at the elementary school level. 
Schools choose from a menu of activities to create a 
curriculum that best suits their students, and students 
are provided with snacks and breaks to ensure they have 
what they need to have fun. This opportunity also gives 
parents more time to stay at work before their children 
come home, and gives them additional food security 
throughout their day.

“My favorite part of ABC Clubs is that it gives students 
autonomy and the right of choice,” Deputy Director 
Rachel Stallings explained. “Students are given options 
and they choose what they are most excited about. That 
means that no one comes begrudgingly or against their 
will. They are here because they’re excited to be here, 
and it shows in the work they do.”

Some options include:

ABC CLUBS

ANIME
CHESS
PHOTOGRAPHY
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE
VIDEO GAME DESIGN
MARTIAL ARTS
DRAMA
GRAFFITI ART
CODING
FILM-MAKING
STEM
AND MORE!
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ABC Arts Clubs
Fine arts education during elementary school  
plays an important role in the early development 
of both academic and cognitive skills. Nationally, 
students who receive artistic instruction show 
improvement in mathematics and reading scores as 
well as advanced critical thinking skills, verbal skills, 
and decision-making skills. 

In partnership with Cincinnati Public Schools, 
ABC offers ABC Arts Clubs free of charge to 
elementary school students. In these clubs, students 
rotate between different artistic activities as chosen 
by school administration to introduce them to 
the various forms of expression that may call to 
them. ABC Arts Clubs have partnered with such 
prestigious organizations as the Cincinnati Opera, 
the Cincinnati Ballet, Cincinnati Art Museum, The 
Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati, and many more. 
This afterschool program, developed during the 
2019-2020 school year, launched offering ABC Arts 
Clubs at 10 area schools.

Students who participate in ABC Arts Clubs are 
highly motivated and engaged. The learning 
environment is more relaxed than the classroom 
setting offered during the school day, where kids are 
given a grade for their study of art. “When our kids 
are involved in ABC Arts Clubs, suddenly they are 
more engaged in school and they want to be there 
every day, which leads to better overall performance,” 
explained an in-school Resource Coordinator.

Some of the unique ABC Arts Clubs offerings include 
Hip Hop Dance taught by Julius Jenkins, and Grafitti 
Art taught by Soul Palette. Young, aspiring artists are 
taught about various techniques by Abrakadoodle, 
and kids interested in photography are taught how 
to operate camera equipment by Goal Getters. The 
Children’s Theater Playwright in Resident, Deondra 
Means, shows young thespians how “to behave 
truthfully in an imaginary situation.” The sky is the 
limit for these students and creators.

“The arts are irreplaceable in a young 
person’s life,” Director of Advancement 
Carmen Lawrence-Bille said. “The arts 
have the power to change lives. The 
opportunities we are able to provide 
these students through ABC Arts 
Clubs will give them tools and skills 
they will use the rest of their lives.”

   
“The arts have the power to change lives. 
The opportunities we are able to provide 
these students through ABC Fine Arts Clubs 
will give them tools and skills they will use 
the rest of their lives.” 
Carmen Lawrence-Bille 
ABC Director of Advancement 
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HOLISTIC ENRICHMENT

Swimming for Safety
Beginning in the 2017-2018 school year, 
students at William Howard Taft Elementary 
School were introduced to swimming 
lessons through a unique collaboration 
called Swimming for Safety. The program, 
a brainchild of Mt. Auburn Community 
Council President and ABC board member 
Carol Gibbs, recognized an opportunity to 
use the therapeutic pool at the Mt. Auburn 
Community Center (which connects to Taft 
Elementary) as the perfect resource to teach 
young children about water safety and 
swimming. ABC collaborated with Cincinnati 
Public Schools and the Cincinnati Recreation 
Commission to bring the program to life.

Swim Lessons Save Lives
Learning to swim can be a life-saving skill. Elizabeth Cone, 
Resource Coordinator at Taft Elementary, went on to share 
some daunting statistics regarding water safety. Statistically, 
drowning is the 2nd-leading cause of accidental death among 
children ages 1-14. According to Cone, “formal swimming 
lessons and water safety training greatly reduce the risk of 
drowning for this age group.”

Additionally, the program opens up new opportunities for 
CPS students, such as participating on swim teams, in water 
sports, and potentially competitive swimming. According to 
Gibbs, “it’s important for every child to learn how to swim. If 
they don’t learn to swim, they never know if they want to be 
an Olympic swimmer.”

Cone is greatly appreciative of the support ABC provides the 
young swimmers. “Without the generous support of ABC, there 
would be no program. ABC has been a tremendous help with 
purchasing supplies for every student that participates.”

Pilot Program at Taft Elementary
The first year, the program was only offered to kindergartners 
at Taft, but it has since expanded to grades K-3. In the  
2019-2020 school year, a total of 130 children participated  
for six weeks of lessons, two times each week, for 45 minutes 
each lesson.

Through the program, children learned basic swimming skills 
such as the doggy-paddle, how to swim to and identify the 
edge of the pool, how to save themselves during a water 
emergency, and more. Thanks to our generous donors and 
community partners, Activities Beyond the Classroom was 
able to provide each swimmer with a swimsuit, towel, swim 
caps, and pool shoes.

Cone said, “our goal is to introduce pool safety and  
swimming to children as early as possible. This program 
provides a safe, aquatic environment with certified instructors. 
Swimming is a life skill that all children should be given the 
opportunity to learn.”

The Future of Swimming For Safety
The rewards of seeing young children return each year and 
grow into strong swimmers are immeasurable. For many 
of the students at Taft Elementary, this opportunity was 
their first exposure to structured swim lessons. Some of the 
children have since gone on to take swimming lessons outside 
of school. Activities Beyond the Classroom and Cincinnati 
Public Schools are hoping to expand this program, offering 
swimming lessons throughout the district at more grade levels.
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Resource Coordination
ABC provides Resource 
Coordinators to upwards of 
ten schools. Our Resource 
Coordinators identify needs 
within a school and work 
with the community to fill 
those needs. These people 
are creative, collaborative 
listeners that find ways 
to create solutions out 
of problems. Resource 
coordination looks different 
for every school and 
community, even within the smaller sample size of Cincinnati. 
While one school may be connecting families to accessible 
dental care, another may be finding ways to engage fathers 
in helping their kids with homework. 

Each of our Resource Coordinators’ days may look completely 
different, but they share one common goal: listening to and 
supporting a community to make school and life better.

COVID Relief at Cheviot
When COVID-19 forced 
schools to send their 
students home, Resource 
Coordinator Onyango 
Collier stepped up at 
Cheviot Elementary School. 
Through Cincinnati Public 
School’s Collaborate 
& Care initiative, ABC 
became the Site Champion 
and gathered and distributed donations to any families  
(CPS students or not) who came to a distribution event. 

American Sign Language at Woodford
ABC has offered programs teaching other languages 
for years. Our students have learned Spanish, Arabic, 
and Mandarin in our afterschool programs, but thanks 
to Resource Coordinator James Lacey, students have 
a new language they can pursue: American Sign 
Language. “ASL as a language embodies so many of our 
organizational values,” explained James. “ASL is a very 
accessible language that students of all ages can learn, 
and learning it encourages inclusivity.” ASL classes were 
taught during Summer Scholars in the early summer of 
2021, and lessons were so popular that they will continue 
in future years.

STEAM Fridays at Roselawn
Roselawn Condon Resource Coordinator Darcus Anderson 
celebrates Fridays with her students by bringing partners 
in during the school day to introduce them to new and fun 
subjects in the areas of science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and math (STEAM). “STEAM Fridays are exciting and 
unifying at Roselawn Condon,” Darcus shared. “They help 
students discover new, unique skill sets and encourage them 
to try new things.”

Booster Clubs
ABC serves as a fiscal agent to many schools and 
organizations that need help administering funds. “Quite 
often, we’ll have one of our high school athletes run a 
fundraiser for their team, and where do you think that 
money goes?” former Executive Director Brian Leshner 
explained. “For ethical purposes, it can’t stay with the coach 
or students. It needs to stay accessible, but can’t be held 
in a desk drawer.” Many schools have booster clubs for the 
purposes of allowing athletic teams easier access to their 
funds, but for lower-income households where both parents 
work and every dime counts, booster clubs aren’t usually an 
option. “So, ABC stepped in,” Brian said.

ABC holds these funds for the many teams and athletic 
departments in Cincinnati Public Schools that don’t have 
booster clubs of their own. “It’s game changing,” said Shroder 
Athletic Director Don Newberry. “This simple, elegant 
solution allows us to take an active role in raising money 
for our teams and gives us the ability to buy what we need, 
when we need it. I don’t want to imagine what my job would 
be like without this support.”
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ATHLETICS

Athletics looked different the past two school years. COVID-19 meant 
pulling back on the reins and playing it safe for a while, but that 
doesn’t mean we eliminated athletic activity.  
Here are some highlights from the last two years. 

Aiken High School
•  BreAsia Bradley became the first female wrestler to 

represent Aiken HS in the Southwest Ohio Wrestling 
Coaches Association Girls State Tournament.

•  The Aiken Football team was named Gold Star Chili/
TriStateFootball.com Team of the Week on 10/7/20 after  
a big win over Hughes HS.

Woodward Tech
•  The Woodward JH Boys Basketball team won back-to-back 

Championships this past season.

•  Woodward’s Class of 2020 Valedictorian was a Girls 
Basketball and Softball player, D’asya Steels. 

Taft High School
•  Taft Football advanced in the 

playoffs. This hasn’t happened 
since the early 1990s.

•  Boys Cross Country finished 
1st in Cincinnati Metro 
Athletic Conference Cross 
Country Championship.

Hughes High School
•  Boys and Girls basketball each went 10-0 in Cincinnati 

Metro Athletic Conference. The Boys basketball team was 
District Runner-Up in the State Tournament.

•  Hughes athletics had four Conference Players of the Year: 
Kayla Williams (Volleyball), Juwaan Davis (Football), 
Camron McKenzie (Boys Basketball) and Tamira Scott 
(Girls Basketball).

Withrow High School
•  Senior Daniel Ingram signed an agreement to play 

football with the University of Arkansas Pine Bluff, the 
first Division I football signee at Withrow in many years.

•  Regina Williams became the new Athletic Director 
for Withrow UHS. Stepping into the role in January of 
2021, she is the first Black female Athletic Director in 
CPS history.

Walnut Hills High School
•  Girls and Boys cross country both won their first meet 

of the season at the Princeton Invitational.

•  Varsity tennis finished 2nd in the Eastern Cincinnati 
Conference Coaches Classic. Alexis Covington finished 
first in 1st singles, Emma Maher finished 2nd in 2nd 
singles, and Aubrey Lauer and Pilar Steward finished 
2nd for 1st doubles! 

•  Boys Soccer started the  
season 5-0 and played in the 
3rd round of the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association 
postseason tournament. 

•  Meiyui Wu shot a 79 at the 
Ohio High School Athletic 
Association postseason girls  
golf tournament. 

Shroder High School
•  Launched a Captain’s Roundtable Program designed 

to create student leadership initiatives for select 
student-athletes.

•  Raised funds to take the boys basketball team to 
Michigan for a weekend to compete in a competitive 
showcase. This was the first interstate travel that had 
taken place in recent years.
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“Sports looked different during  
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
There were no spectators, and we 
often needed to scramble to cancel 
a practice or do contact tracing if 
someone was feeling unwell. But we 
stayed strong and we kept playing.  
I think, for many students, the game 
helped them feel normal during one 
of the craziest times of our lives.” 
Jeff Wiles 
Clark Montessori’s Athletic Director
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Student athletes have higher  
4-year graduation rates

Non-Athletes

74.35%
1,727 students

Student Athletes

98.06%
507 students

average unweighted GPA percentage of students graduating on time

Student athletes have a higher 
unweighted GPA

Non-Athletes

2.25
6,575 

students

Student Athletes

2.59
2,350 

students

Student athletes more frequently 
meet or exceed the composite  
22 ACT benchmark

Non-Athletes

31.91%
6,730 

students

Student Athletes

40.48%
1,159 

students

Student athletes have a higher  
average attendance rate than  
non-student athletes; they also beat 
the state benchmark for attendance.

average attendance rate percentage of students with college-ready ACT scores
Non-Athletes

83.74%

State Average

State Average

83.2%

2.0

State Average

State Average

87%

22%

Student Athletes

90.51%

Student Athlete Success in 
Cincinnati Public Schools
In 2019, ABC completed a much-anticipated study 
on the effect athletic participation has on academics. 
The study focused solely on students at Cincinnati 
Public Schools, and was developed in partnership with 
StrivePartnership (now, Cradle to Career Cincinnati).

Throughout the country, many studies show that 
participating in athletics leads to better academic 
performance. We wanted to see if the same results 
were holding true in Cincinnati. 

Here’s what we learned:

IMPACT OF ATHLETICS
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Success on the AAA Pathway
ABC partnered with Cincinnati Public Schools to develop 
the Athletic and Academic Accountability (AAA) Pathway, 
a comprehensive student athlete development program 
designed to provide student athletes the supports needed 
to achieve success in both their academics and athletics. 
AAA Pathway includes career coaching, academic support, 
nutritional guidance, and mentoring. The ultimate goal is  
for every student athlete to graduate prepared to lead a  
life of choice, whether that lies in education, employment,  
or enlistment.

After only one year of the program, the data proved how 
efficacious this program is:

•  Students receiving ACT tutoring increased their composite 
score by an average 3.5 points.

•  There was a 4% increase (100 students) of students earning 
at least a 22 on their ACT, which is considered “remediation-
free” and “college-ready.”

•  54 more student athletes earned at least a 2.0 GPA,  
and 80 more earned at least a 3.0 GPA due to AAA 
Pathway Support.

•  AAA Pathway helped over 20 student-athletes identify 
plans to achieve NCAA academic eligibility.

•  Because student athletes were less likely to lose their 
eligibility due to academic performance, CPS athletics saw 
an overall increase in retention.

•  At Dater High School, 50% of football, 60% of volleyball, 
and 46% of soccer student-athletes who required academic 
intervention earned their way off of probation by working 
with their AAA Coaches to improve their grades.

•  At Shroder, the AAA Coach implemented a mentoring 
program with student-athletes to keep them engaged in 
afterschool activities out of season.

•  At Withrow, there was a 10% reduction in students requiring 
academic intervention and a 5% reduction in students losing 
eligibility due to academics. The returning AAA Coach said 
many student athletes now see themselves as school leaders 
and mentors, adding, “AAA Pathway is the culture shift 
we’ve been needing to take our athletics to the next level.”

The program partners with prestigious organizations across 
Cincinnati to show students embodiments of how hard work in 
athletics and academics can promote a successful life beyond 
high school; one such organization is the Cincinnati Bengals. 
Professional football players have met with students both 
in-person and virtually to share their experiences and journeys, 
and their stories have been inspirations to the students. 
“Several times, we’ve had professional athletes tell us how they 
wish they had a program like this in high school, how it would 
have changed their lives if they had someone looking out for 
them as they tried to pursue their dreams.” shared Executive 
Director Sally Grimes. “We’re so grateful to these professionals 
for showing students what they’re working towards.”

   
“I am so thankful for the Bengals 
partnership with AAA Pathway and 
especially for the opportunity to have 
Michael Jordan talk with our kids. I 
know our students felt supported 
by Michael and they will continue to 
remember his words—even if they 
don’t realize it now.” 
Stephanie Price 
Former District AAA Pathway Advisor
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ACTIVE COLLABORATION

 Strong partnerships for strong programs
Activities Beyond the Classroom succeeds 
in its mission because it has cultivated a 
network of partners passionate about the 
same thing: unifying the community for the 
sake of our students. We are honored and 
privileged to work with so many qualified 
and effective partners, whether they serve 
as donors, educators, mentors, resources, 
advisors, or in several capacities.

South Avondale  
Playing Field Completion 
The South Avondale School Playing Field is a community-
driven project that transformed an aging grass field in 
poor condition into a new synthetic turf field, providing a 
community hub for healthy activities for Avondale children 
and their families. Construction on the field ended in July of 
2021, and now over 5,000 children ages 4-17 will be able to 
use this field annually. The field will be used for a variety of 
activities, including football, soccer, and cheerleading, and 
by a number of local schools, including South Avondale, 
Rockdale Academy, and the Academy of World Languages 
as well as junior high and high schools. 

This project started back in 2018, when Activities Beyond 
the Classroom stepped in as the lead fundraising and 
coordinating partner. The project cost over $700,000, and 
ABC could not have met this goal without the help of key 
supporters and funders, including lead funder Cincinnati 
Bengals / NFL Foundation with a generous $250,000 grant.

Other key funding partners included Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital, UC Health, the Reds Community Fund, Interact for 
Health, the City of Cincinnati, and Cincinnati Public Schools. 
ABC could not have built this beautiful field without the 
support of partners like Local Initiatives Support Corporation 
(LISC), the Cincinnati Recreation Commission (CRC), 
Avondale Development Corporation, UC Athletics, and  
the Motz Group. 

“This field is so much more than a field,” Executive Director 
Sally Grimes shared as the project neared fruition in the 
spring of 2021. “This field is a tangible, vibrant demonstration 
of how this community can rally together to create something 
beautiful. We are immensely grateful to all the partners and 
funders that united to make this playing field a reality for so 
many students.”

   
“The community we have cultivated 
here for Cincinnati’s students is  
game changing. Our partners are 
some of our greatest strengths.”
Rachel Stallings 
ABC Deputy Director  
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Cincinnati Arts Association 
Creates Space for Jazz 
The Jazz Festival hosted in October of 2019 was a 
landmark event for both Cincinnati Public School 
students and Activities Beyond the Classroom. It was one 
of the first celebrations of vibrant arts and culture that 
many of these students had ever experienced or taken 
part in. The event was so successful that ABC and CPS 
plan to continue hosting the event regularly. And none 
of it would have been possible without the support of the 
Cincinnati Arts Association (CAA).

This nonprofit organization oversees programming and 
management of both the Aronoff Center for the Arts 
and Music Hall, two of Cincinnati’s most treasured 
venues for arts celebration. By donating and subsidizing 
space for use during the Jazz Festival, CAA created 
unique arts education access to over 245 student 
musicians. “These students got to play on the same 
stage as Broadway level performers, to a house of over 
3,000 seats,” mused Director of Advancement, Carmen 
Lawrence-Billé. “That is an opportunity of a lifetime.  
If they can play on a stage like this now, imagine how 
much further they will go in the years to come.”

Impact 100 Makes 
Fourthwall Mobile
Impact 100 selected Activities 
Beyond the Classroom (ABC)/
Fourthwall Youth Studios as 
a 2019 Impact 100 Grant 
Recipient. The $109,000 
grant award helped fund the 
purchase and design of a 
mobile video truck, enabling 
ABC/Fourthwall to offer their 
award winning filmmaking 
program to students throughout 
the Cincinnati area. 

“We are thrilled to be able to expand our program in this 
way,” says Frank O’Farrell, Director of Fourthwall Youth 
Studios, “and we are so grateful to Impact 100 for this award, 
their vision, and their unwavering support for area non-profits.”

The grant helped fund a turnkey mobile video truck that has 
enabled ABC/Fourthwall to bring its program to students in 
area communities.

“Filmmaking and digital storytelling are sophisticated and 
crucial skills to teach our young people, with benefits that 
last a lifetime,” says O’Farrell. “Not only will students learn 
the techniques behind storytelling and carve out new, exciting 
career pathways, they will also gain valuable 21st century skills 
transferable to any career path they choose. This grant and 
the mobile truck, which we call The Struggle Bus, will allow us 
to reach more kids and maximize the amount of time students 
spend learning.”

This is the second time Activities Beyond the Classroom has 
been a recipient of an Impact 100 grant. The first grant 
came in 2014, when Impact 100 funded the renovation of 
“The Mack,” an athletic complex at Hughes High School. 
Very few organizations have received multiple grants from 
this prestigious organization, and we are humbled and 
honored to bring their support to the Cincinnati community 
through our projects.
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ABC’S IMPACT THROUGH THE YEARS

The year was 2004, and for a variety of reasons, the landscape for 
extracurricular activities throughout Cincinnati Public Schools was bleak. 

In most suburban schools, the answer would be simple: families form a 
booster club and raise money to offset the costs. However, for many CPS 
families, money was limited and booster clubs weren’t an option.

For this reason a few committed individuals came together with the 
belief that no child should be without these life-shaping extracurricular 
experiences. Thanks to their efforts, and a one-time anonymous $80,000 
donation, a districtwide booster club known as Student Activities 
Foundation (now Activities Beyond the Classroom) was born. 

The organization evolved over the years, and while it still functions as a 
districtwide booster club, ABC also manages dozens of extracurricular 
programs in athletics, arts, music, foreign languages, and more. The 
ultimate goal is to ensure that ALL extracurricular activities remain a 
vital part of the student experience. 

     2005

      Entered into an 
agreement with 
CPS to take over 
management of 
Stargel Stadium.

      2007

      Secured funding,  
including $200,000  
from the Bengals/NFL,  
to develop a new  
athletic field at  
Withrow High School.

     2011

      Entered into a contract 
with CPS to manage the 
high school and junior 
high Extracurricular / 
Athletic Directors and 
their budgets.

      ____________________________

      Secured funding, including 
$200,000 from the  
Bengals/NFL, to develop 
a new athletic field at 
Woodward High School.

      2012

      Began creating and 
managing programs 
outside of grades 7-12 
athletics, including arts 
enrichment, martial 
arts, youth tennis, 21st 
Century Community 
Learning Centers, and 
Community Connectors 
mentoring programs.

      2013

     Changed the 
organization’s name 
to Activities Beyond 
the Classroom to 
more accurately 
reflect its expanded 
programming.

     2014

      Secured an Impact 
100 grant to turn an  
abandoned building  
into an all-sports 
athletic facility,  
The Mack, at 
Hughes High School.

     2004

      One anonymous 
$80,000 donation to 
create a districtwide 
booster club led to 
the formation of 
Activities Beyond 
the Classroom (then 
Student Activities 
Foundation).

FROM ATHLETICS TO ACTIVITIES
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ABC’S IMPACT THROUGH THE YEARS

      2015

      Created a youth soccer 
program specifically 
aimed at girls in 
elementary school.

      2017

      Launched ABC Clubs, 
no-cost, customized 
afterschool enrichment 
programming, at three 
elementary schools.

      2019

      Hosted the first ever 
CPS International 
Jazz Festival

      _______________________

      Secured a second 
Impact 100 grant to 
support Fourthwall 
Youth Studios

      2020

      Pivoted to deliver basic 
supplies and groceries 
to families struggling 
through COVID-19

      2021

      Launched virtual  
ABC clubs to pivot  
for remote learning

      _______________________

      Partnered with CPS 
to launch Summer 
Scholars

      _______________________

      Brian steps down from 
Executive Director 
position, succeeded  
by Sally Grimes

      2018

      Expanded Community 
Learning Center Lead 
Agency role to nine schools.

      _________________________________

      Secured funding, including 
$250,000 from the  
Bengals/NFL, to develop a  
new athletic field at South 
Avondale Elementary School. 
Construction completed 
summer of 2021.

“Extracurricular activities instill the skills and  
values that matter most for upward mobility.”
Voices in Urban Education

2021 Ribbon for completed athletic field at 
South Avondale Elementary School.
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 2020 financial breakdown

 2021 financial breakdown

Income by  
Category 

Income by  
Category 

 

 14% Corporate,  
  Foundation,  
  and Individual  
  Contributions

 33% Corporate,  
  Foundation, 
  and Individual 
  Contributions

 86% Designated  
  Income 
  (DD+CPS+grants)

 77% Designated  
  Income 
  (DD+CPS+grants)

Program vs.  
Admin Expenses  

Program vs.  
Admin Expenses  

 17%  Administration  
and Fundraising

 19%  Administration  
and Fundraising

 83% Program Expense

 81%  Program Expense

80%+
Of our served students 
live at or below the 
federal poverty line

Extracurricular  
programming

 $3.6M

Number of programs

 200

ABC BY THE NUMBERS

20



THANK YOU

Partners and supporters
We are proud to partner with the following institutions. Whether they 
provide program delivery, funding, program support, or donated services, 
we are grateful for their generosity in supporting our vision.

5 Star Promotional Marketing 
A Sound Mind Counseling
Abrakadoodle
Arby’s Foundation
ArtsWave
Band in a Bus
Big Joe Duskin Music Education 
Foundation
Blue Manatee Literacy Project
CareSource
Charles and Lynn Schusterman 
Foundation
Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati
Cincinnati Academy of  
Performing Arts
Cincinnati Art Museum
Cincinnati Arts Association
Cincinnati Ballet
Cincinnati Bell
Cincinnati Bengals
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
Cincinnati Federation of  
Colored Women’s Club
Cincinnati Flying Pig Marathon
Cincinnati Martial Arts Club
Cincinnati Music Accelerator
Cincinnati Opera
Cincinnati Police Department
Cincinnati Public Schools
Cincinnati Recreation Commission
Cincinnati Reds Community Fund
Cincinnati Women’s Club Foundation
Cincinnati Youth Collaborative
Cincy Shirts
City of Cincinnati
Clark Shafer Hackett
Community Health Matters
Cross Country For Youth
Danielle Riley
DHL
Design Mill
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Downtown Residents Council
Dream Builders University
Educational Theatre Associaton
Elementz
Else Heisel Sule Foundation
Eye of the Artists
FC Cincinnati
Féwándé Cultural Programs
First Financial Bank
First Generation Leaders  
of America
Five White Tigers

Flying Pig Marathon
Formidable Asset Management, Inc
Friends of Winton Hills Academy
GE Employees Community  
Service Fund
General Electric
Goal Getters
Good Sports
Gotham Soccer League
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Greater Cincinnati STEM 
Collaborative
Guardian Savings Bank
Gwen Trujillo
Heroes Rise Forever
Haile Foundation
Hamilton County CARES Act
Hamilton County Job &  
Family Services
Hamilton County  
Prosecutor’s Office
High Achievers Aim High
Honest Game
Keurig Dr Pepper
Kingsbury Productions
Knowlton Foundation
LaBae Studios
Lauryne Simpson
LeagueApps
Learning Through Art, Inc.
Legal Aid Society of  
Greater Cincinnati
Let’s Play 
Literacy Network
Live a Language Foundation
Macy’s / Bloomingdale’s
Magnified Giving
Making Sense of Language Arts
Mamluft & Co. Dance
Marathon Petroleum
Marge & Charles J. Schott 
Foundation
Matinee Musicale  
Endowment Fund
Mayerson Academy
Mayerson Foundation
Mayweather Boxing
Midwest Tennis & Education 
Foundation
The Motz Group
National Park Foundation
Nellie Leaman Taft Foundation
Nelson Fund of GCF
NFL Foundation
Nick Lachey Foundation

Nishime Karate
Nordstrom
Ollie’s Trolley
People’s Bank
Pepsi Beverages Company
PNC Charitable Trusts
PNC Foundation
Pillar Parker
Prasco Laboratories
Qatar Foundation 
Rita S. Metcalfe Foundation
Rothenberg Rooftop Garden
SCPA Fund
Sibcy Cline
Simpy’s Playhouse and  
Learning Center
Skool Aid
Soul Palette
Strauss Troy 
Sutphin Foundation
Sweet Petit Desserts
Tennis For Charity, Inc.
The Benjamin Carlson-Berne 
Scholarship Fund
The Julie Henderson Fund
The John A. Scroth  
Charitable Trust

The Lauer Family Foundation 
The Manuel D & Rhoda 
Mayerson Foundation
The Motz Group
The Punch House
The School New Technology 
Initiative
TriHealth
Tusculum Street Festival
Under Armour
Underground Sports
Union Savings Bank
University of Cincinnati
US Bank Foundation
USA Swimming Foundation
USTA / Midwest
Walnut Hills High School Alumni 
Foundation
Weinberg Foundation
Western Hills HS Foundation
Western & Southern Financial
Withrow Alumni Association
Willis Music
Winona Landis
Woodward Trust
Write Light Photography
 

Thank you to all of our donors 
who went above and beyond 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic to ensure the continuity 
and longevity of our programming. 
We are perpetually grateful and 
humbled to see this community 
rally together through trying times. 
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WORK 
Sign yourself up to volunteer at an ABC program, or 
contact us about getting your company’s volunteer 
program engaged with ABC.

WISDOM 
Utilize your existing expertise and programs by 
partnering with ABC to deliver your services to  
schools in need. 

WEALTH 
Donate to ABC, and help us reach our goal of serving 
all students in need. Ask your company about matching 
gifts or sponsorship programs.

GET INVOLVED 
WITH ABC

info@abccincy.org 
513.281.9870



2019-2021 Biennial Report

ENRICHING
EVERY CHILD
ENSURING
EVERY OPPORTUNITY

www.abccincy.org
635 West 7th Street, Suite 301 
Cincinnati, OH 45203 
513.281.9870 
info@abccincy.org

 
“Many families do not have the resources  
to afford extracurricular programming.  
By the time these students reach 6th grade, 
they are 6,000 learning hours behind their 
middle class peers who can afford such 
afterschool activities. ABC steps in to serve 
these students, ensuring every child has 
equitable access to opportunity and growth.” 
Sally Grimes 
ABC Executive Director


